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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION





VERMONT COMMUNITY

CLIMATE CHANGE GRANT PROGRAM

APPLICATION

Applications will be evaluated on the project’s ability to successfully address the five review criteria; the qualifications of the project personnel; the clarity of the project plan; and a sound and reasonable budget.  The project review criteria and the general terms and conditions of the grant are described in greater detail in the Climate Change Grant Program guidance.  All applicants are responsible for reading the guidance and, if awarded a grant, complying with the general terms and conditions.

Please respond to all sections below and attach all documentation that you are relying on to support your grant application.

Due Dates:

February 2, 2009 (Funding Round One)

April 1, 2009 (Funding Round Two)

Contact and Mailing Address:

Don Einhorn

Department of Environmental Conservation

103 South Main Street, West Office Building

Waterbury, VT 05671

802-241-1093

anr.VTClimateChangeGrant@state.vt.us
A.  APPLICANT INFORMATION AND PROJECT SUMMARY

1.  Project Title: Montpelier Energy Team 80% Challenge

2.  Applicant Name (include all partners): Montpelier Energy Team, Green Mountain Institute, Capital Area Neighborhoods, Onion River Exchange

3.  Primary Applicant Address: Green Mountain Institute, 75 Clarendon Avenue, Montpelier, Vermont 05602

3. Authorized Contact Name, Phone and Email:

Ken Jones  (802) 229-6070

kjones@gmied.org

4.  Project Location: Montpelier with some overlap to other Central Vermont communities

5.  Brief Project Description (fifty words or less):

This project combines weatherization services with fuel switching. Weatherization is carried out through home visits by volunteers encouraging homeowners to carry out comprehensive home energy audits and weatherization. In addition, the project helps homeowners convert their home heating to wood pellet use.

B.  PROJECT WORK PLAN AND BUDGET

1.  Describe the project work plan.  Include in the work plan, your plan for project oversight and quality assurance.  Identify the number of hours dedicated to each task and identify who will complete the tasks.  Provide a project timeline.  If applicable, identify all permitting requirements, include permitting in your project timeline, and indicate which permits have already been obtained.

For the past two years, the Montpelier Energy Team has carried out multiple outreach efforts including weatherization training, light bulb exchange, city-wide meetings to share information and generate new ideas and newspaper updates of progress and projects. In 2008, the Energy Team provided subsidies to 50 households for carrying out home energy audits. We also helped more than 30 homeowners begin the use of wood pellet stoves to replace their use of home heating oil and propane.

In 2009, we plan to build on our past success and utilize the technical expertise of the Vermont Community Energy Mobilization (VCEM) project. One of the outcomes from the audits carried out by Montpelier residents (and probably true in other parts of the state as well) is that the recommended actions are very costly and homeowners were unwilling to carry out the full menu of weatherization suggestions. However, we have learned that some of the suggestions can be done more cost effectively using sweat equity. During the fall of 2008, we started “Between the Cracks” as a way to use neighborhood teams to help install weatherization strategies.  VCEM will be offering two workshops in February to Montpelier-area residents and these will expand both our volunteer base and the list of homes desiring weatherization services. 

Also in 2009, we plan to expand our bulk purchasing of wood pellets for more local homeowners and businesses. The volatile fuel market last summer made it shut down the wholesale market of wood pellets after we had bought only 100 tons. The demand for those pellets and our storage and delivery service could easily have tripled that level of purchase. The recent decline in fuel oil prices combined with increased pellet production in the Northeast will open up the market again this spring and we intend to expand the participation in the pellet purchasing program. Our longer term goal is to develop a steady market of pellet demand so that production in the Central Vermont area is a practical economic alternative. Local production will have benefits for forest management as well as reducing the energy inputs for pellet use by decreasing transportation costs and fuel use.

The 80% challenge is a combination of weatherization and fuel switching. As the proportion of homes that switch from oil or propane to wood increases, the demands on forest resources increases, as well. The only way to assure a sustainable supply of wood pellets is to carry out comprehensive weatherization in combination with fuel switching. Weatherization typically reduces fuel use by 20-30% and that reduces the demand for any fuel – oil or wood which is necessary as we enter an energy future with great uncertainty, and the possibility of supply shortages and price spikes.

2.  Provide the name, title and contact information for project implementation personnel.  Describe their role and qualifications.  Identify all subcontractors that will be involved in this project.  Provide the name, title and contact information for primary subcontractor personnel and describe their role and qualifications.

Barry McPhee is the new Coordinator of the Montpelier Energy Team…

Ken Jones has been the Coordinator for the past two years and will continue in a volunteer, advisory role. Ken has helped implement the current audit incentive program and the pellet purchase and distribution project. Ken is also a policy analyst that provides planning and analysis background to the Energy Team.

The Onion River Exchange is a time-banking program that can be used to coordinate the services of local citizens wishing to provide or utilize services to the 80% Challenge.

The Capital Area Neighborhoods project started in 2008 to help neighbors use their natural connections to spread good ideas about energy efficiency (and other services such as food sharing) and to offer neighborly support for carrying out action.

3. Complete the project budget table and provide a narrative description of the project budget.  The budget must include a minimum 10% cash match.  Cash spent before the start of the contractual grant period cannot be used as a cash match.  Cash matches of greater than 10% are encouraged.  In-kind services are not eligible as a match.

a. Budget Table:

	
	Grant Share
	Match Share
	Total Cost

	Personnel
	4,680
	1,320
	6,000

	Materials
	600
	
	600

	Equipment
	
	
	

	Other
	6,250
	
	6,250

	Office operations
	470
	
	470

	Total Budget
	
	
	


b. Budget Narrative:

In order to expand the 80% challenge, the Montpelier Energy Team is planning to have paid staff for the first time. The volunteers have accomplished significant results, to date, but a paid Coordinator will be able to provide continuity to the actions as well as be available to communicate with other communities hoping to learn from Montpelier or from whom Montpelier can learn. Montpelier has been a member of the Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network and hope to expand our participation with our Coordinator. 

The Green Mountain Institute will contribute $1,200 to this project as a match. In addition to the cash match, GMI maintains office infrastructure and insurance to projects such as this.

We had to turn down many homeowners from our audit incentive program because we ran out of funds. We want to start that program back and work with 50 more homes to carry out a comprehensive home energy audit. The typical cost of the audit is $300 and we provide $125 in exchange for their sharing information with the team about the audit results and their strategies for following through on the recommendations.

Between the Cracks uses some basic weatherization supplies such as expandable foam, weatherstripping and rigid foam insulation to carry out its work. In each case, we like to contribute about $50 worth of materials to get projects started and show homeowners the basics of weatherization activities. In many cases homeowners contribute either cash or additional materials that we can use in the next application. In 2009, we also hope to provide a greater emphasis on hot water use and we have found some very efficient shower heads that reduce hot water use in showers by 50%. We plan to bulk purchase these showerheads and provide them to homeowners to try out during our home visits.

In this budget, we are requesting $600 for weatherization materials and showerheads.

Our office operations at the Green Mountain Institute include telephone service, postage, printing and internet access. For this proposal we are requesting $470 that will provide one year’s support.

C.  PROJECT REVIEW CRITERIA

Describe how your project addresses the following criteria.  Note that the five criteria applied to an application are described only generally below.  Please refer to the Climate Change Grant Program guidance for a more detailed discussion of these criteria.

1.  Measurable reductions in energy consumption and/or greenhouse gas emissions (30 points).
The weatherization of homes can result in 20-30% reduction in fuel use. All of the homes that underwent the audit process in 2008 used either propane or fuel oil and averaged 800 gallons of use prior to the audit. The implementation of strategies from the audits resulted in approximately one half of the recommendations put in place yielding an estimated reduction of fuel use of 12%. For those 50 homes, this amounts to almost 100 gallons per year or one ton of carbon dioxide emissions. That amounts to 50 tons of carbon dioxide reductions each year into the future. Additional strategies will be implemented through Between the Cracks and as a natural consequence of homeowners budgeting additional resources for weatherization.

In 2009, we intend to accomplish even greater savings because we will have enhanced neighborhood participation in the weatherization support. However, for the purposes of this proposal, we suggest that 50 tons of reductions will take place from our efforts.

One ton of wood pellets replaces the use of 115 gallons of fuel oil. In 2008, our distribution of 100 tons of pellets yields the reduction of more than 11,000 gallons of fuel oil for a savings of more than 110 tons of carbon dioxide. In 2009, we expect to triple these numbers (330 ton reduction)

2.  Transferability (20 points).

Montpelier is partnering with neighboring towns in the development of its Between the Cracks program. Our trainings with VCEM will be co-sponsored by energy teams in East Montpelier, Marshfield and Plainfield. Our wood pellet distribution program already has customers from surrounding towns and it is our intent to coordinate with others with the possibility of having multiple storage sites near several concentrations of pellet customers. In the longer term, our exploration of pellet production will provide opportunities for expanded pellet use in the entire Central Vermont region.

3.  Viability of project approach (30 points).
The efforts that we propose for 2009 have been started in 2008. We learned a great deal about some of the hurdles in accomplishing weatherization strategies and our Between the Cracks teams will be able to provide improved service. We also hope to use past recipients of the cash audit incentive to share their experiences so that homeowners starting the process this year will be able to move forward on their own activities with more certainty.

Wood pellet distribution is a proven high-demand activity. Our ability to store pellets and deliver them on an as-needed basis allows homeowners to avoid the challenges of storing large volumes of pellets. We are confident that we will be able to expand this service and take steps closer to developing a strong market for local pellet use leading to more local production.

The Energy Team is building a base of participants and we feel that the snowball of awareness is beginning to grow. The price spike of oil last summer was an eye-opener for many in the region and we were fortunate to be able to provide some services. The continuing attention to energy independence and cost savings maintains Montpelier citizens’ attention to our work.

4.  Cost-effectiveness (10 points).
We intend to use the $12,000 grant to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by more than 800 tons ($15/ton). Our calculations are based upon a 15 year stream of savings for our weatherization activities and the single year savings from wood pellet use. While $15 is slightly higher than the current market price for carbon credits, some of the costs are helping the Energy Team build capacity for even greater cost-effectiveness in the future. Our use of funds to reduce carbon dioxide emissions is going to improve over time as the experience of our volunteers improves the delivery of weatherization services and the wood pellet market matures.

5.  Public Education and Involvement (10 points).

In 2007, we estimate that less than 10 homes in Montpelier carried out a comprehensive audit of their home heating needs. In 2008, we directly supported 50 homes and introduced the idea to many more. The expansion of Montpelier residents into wood pellets is equally significant. We were unable to meet the demand for wood pellets, but during a workshop in May we provided more than 100 homeowners some first hand experience in how wood pellet stoves work and the potential for conversion of oil furnaces to wood pellets through the newly developed products of a Montpelier company – Pellergy. The Energy Team will be continuing its outreach and the programs supported by this grant will add more than 100 homeowners and small businesses into the discussion about strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

D.  ATTACHMENTS

1.  For municipal entities, attach a resolution of the governing body authorizing the application.

(Barry can you find out if the City Council Charter of the Energy Team is available from past meeting minutes (probably in late 2006)

2. For non-profit entities, attach proof of non-profit status.

3.  In the space below, list all other attachments that are being submitted in support of this application.

Description of VCEM

Pellet distribution flyer

Audit voucher flyer

E.  APPLICANT REPRESENTATIONS AND SIGNATURE

The applicant(s), by signing and submitting this application, make(s) the following representations with the understanding that the Department of Environmental Conservation will rely on these representations for the purpose of evaluating this application.  The applicant(s) understand(s) and acknowledge(s) that should any of these representations be untrue, the Department may rescind any award of assistance and, in the Department’s sole discretion, pursue any other appropriate remedy or relief:

1. All information contained in this application, including attachments, is true and complete to the best of the applicant’s knowledge and belief;

2. The applicant(s) has read and understands the grant background and guidance and grant terms and conditions and agrees to comply with them; 

3. The primary applicant is a Vermont municipal entity or a non-profit organization, and if a non-profit, is in compliance with all requirements for maintaining its non-profit status; and

4. The applicant(s) will be ready to proceed with the project within 60 days of notification of the award.

NAME OF PRIMARY APPLICANT:
___________________________

NAME OF PARTNER:


___________________________

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES

PRIMARY APPLICANT:


___________________________

PARTNER:




___________________________
